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GREATRYDERCUPSHOTS

GIDDYUP
COWBOY

BooWeekleyplays to
thecrowdashe ‘rides’
hisdriverdownthe first
fairwayduringhis
singlesmatchwith
OliverWilson in2008.
TheAmericanhad
reason tocelebrateat
theend too–winning
4&2 tohelp theUSwin
back theRyderCup.
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WHERE
NEXT?
Welookatthecoursesset
to hosttheRyderCup in
thecomingyears

ThePGACentenary Course at Gleneagles, whichwill host

the 2014Ryder Cupmatches, was designed by Jack

Nicklaus and opened in 1993. Nicklaus described the

course as, “The finest parcel of land in theworld I have

ever been given toworkwith”.

The course has hosted the JohnnieWalker

Championship since 2005. A feature of the course is the

spectacular views of the countryside inwhich Gleneagles

is set. Putting on the two-tier second green, you are

distracted by the lush panorama of the rich Perthshire

straths. As youmovewestwards over the next few holes,

the ruggedGrampians come into view on the right, then

BenVorlich and themountains above the Trossachs.

www.gleneagles.com

2014:Gleneagles

2012: Medinah
MedinahCountry Club in thewestern suburbs of Chicago dates back to 1925

with the opening of amonumental Arabic-style clubhouse and the first of

three courses laid out by renownedScottish designer TomBendelow. Thanks

to funding provided by localMasonic orders knownas theShriners, a further

36holes followed in less than three years andNo3 – spearheaded by its brutal

par-threes over LakeKadijah – swiftly attained a reputation as oneof the

United States’ toughest courses.

MedinahNo3has staged threeUSOpens – in 1949 (when thewinnerwas

Dr. CaryMiddlecoff), 1975 (LouGraham) and 1990 (Irwin) – and the 1999

USPGAwhenTigerWoods held off the late-charging SergioGarcia, then only

19, to claimhis secondmajor title. Formany years the head professional at

MedinahwasTommyArmour, the Scottish-born player nicknamed theSilver

Scotwho is generally remembered not only forwinning threeMajors – the 1927

USOpen, 1930USPGAand 1931 [British]Open – but also for the golf equipment

companynamedafter himand the best-selling golf instruction book, How to

PlayYourBest Golf All the Time (1952). www.medinahcc.org
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The “Triple Tee” package offers

golfers the chance to play a round

on the resort’s three championship

golf courses from just £291,

including a two-night stay, a full

Welsh breakfast and full use of The

ForumHealth Club facilities.

The 7,493-yard, par-71 Twenty

TenCourse has been purpose

built to host the 38th Ryder Cup

inOctober and this is the last

chance to play it before closure

on 5 September. The par-69

Montgomeriemeasures 6,371 yards

off the back tees, while TheRoman

Road played host to the Celtic

ManorWalesOpen, amajor

European Tour event, from2005-

2007. All three feature in the

“Triple Tee” offer,making it a

real golfer’s dream.

The offer can also be taken after

the event, giving golfers the

opportunity to follow in the

footsteps of the newRyder Cup

legends once the event is over.

For those looking to relax, the

1,400-acre resort also features

fantastic, award-winning spa, sports

and restaurant facilities, including

tennis courts, a shooting school,

fishing and a luxury health club.

To book or formore information,

visit www.celtic-manor.comor

call the Reservations Teamon

0845467 26 21.

Celtic Manor, home
to the 2010 Ryder
Cup, is offering a
once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to play
the hallowed turf on
which Europe and the
US will do battle
on 1-3 October.

LIVE THE
DREAM

2016:Hazeltine
HazeltineNational Golf Club is located
in Chaska, Minnesota. The course
opened in 1962with Robert Trent Jones
as the course architect. Hazeltine
hosted the 1970USOpen and received
much negative press asmany big names
and nearly half the field didn’t break 80
the first day. After his round on Friday,
DaveHill said that the only thing
Hazeltinewasmissingwas “80 acres of
corn and a few cows”. Tony Jacklin (that
year’s reigningOpenChampionship
winner) won the tournamentwith a
seven under par 281. Aftermuch
redesign and tinkeringwith the course,
theUSOpen returned in 1991 when the
late Payne Stewart triumphed and in
2002 the unheraldedRich Beem
triumphed in theUSPGA, holding off a
late TigerWoods surge. www.hngc.com

2020:WhistlingStraits
Designed by the legendary Pete Dye,
Whistling Straits is a links-style course,
situated on the banks of LakeMichigan,
Wisconsin. Nestled along a two-mile (3 km)
stretch of LakeMichigan, the course features
vast rolling greens, deep pot bunkers, grass-
topped dunes andwinds that sweep in off the
lake. At 7,514 yards, it is the second longest
course to host aMajor. The seventeenth

named ‘PinchedNerve’, the unofficial
signature hole, is themost difficult par-3 on
the course. At 223 yards, with towering sand
dunes and the lake to the left leaves golfers
with no option but to go straight for the
green. It hosted the 86th PGAChampionship
which Vijay Singhwas thewinner of in
August 2004, andwill host the PGAagain in
2010 and 2015. www.destinationkohler.com

2018: Decision to be made by the European
Ryder Cup committee early next year.
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ADVERTORIAL
TIVOLI

HEADS
UP

OldHead inKinsaleboasts
oneof themostbeautiful
golf coursesanywhere in
theworldalongside
luxuriousaccommodation
anda5-starRestaurant

I
deally located just 40-minutes from

Cork International Airport, Old Head is a

remarkably dramatic piece of Ireland,

protruding over twomiles into the

Atlantic Ocean. TheOldHead of Kinsale is

home to aWorld-Class Golf Course and

LuxuryMembers’ Accommodation located

in County Cork on the Southwest Coast of

Ireland. The course has been described by

LinksMagazine as “themost spectacular

course on earth” and since its creation in

1997 has become a “must play” for all

discerning golfers theworld over. From

the tips the course stretches to over 7000

yardswith aminimumof five tees per

hole. Nine holes play along the cliff tops, and

all eighteen holes provide stunning ocean

views. The course provides a stern test to

the touring pro and the high handicapper

alike.

Old Head is owned by Irish brothers,

John and Patrick O’Connor, who purchased

the 220-acre site in 1989 and brought in Ron

Kirby from theNicklaus group to collaborate

with a design team that included Ireland’s

own Eddie Hackett and JoeCarr. The par-72

layout, which took six years to build, is over

7,200 yards long and is configured as two

returning loops containing five par-3s, five

par-5s and eight par-4s. Half of the 18 holes

run along the cliff-edge, which rises up to

300 feet above sea level, a characteristic

that comeswith difficulties. The rocky

terrainmeant that 128 acresworth of top

soil had to be trucked in, andwhen the

coursewas being built a construction truck

backed up too near to the cliff-edge at the

15th tee and crashed onto the rocks below.

Fortunately the driver bailed out to safety!

Such is the ferocity of theseAtlantic

waters that the golf course has to be closed

for sixmonths eachwinter, despite its
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ADVERTORIAL
OLD HEAD

Aboveandleft:
Thesheerbeauty
of theOldHead
golfcoursenear
Kinsalehastobe
seentobe
believed
Below: The
luxurious
Members’Suites
aretheperfect
spot tostayafter
youron-course
exertions

altitude. No fewer than 12 greens have had to be

rebuilt after being destroyed in storms or corroded

by the lashings of salt water. Nine of the holes play

along the top of the 300-foot cliffs and from the

second tee you can look down into a covewithin

which aGermanUboat lurked before torpedoing

the Lusitania, in 1915.

As testimony to this extraordinary golf course,

Sergio Garcia turned up to play as part of his

preparations for theOpenChampionship in 2007.

Hewas scheduled to play the course once, but

stayed on to play it three times.

Facilities include awarmup range and a short

game practice area. TheOldHeadCaddie

Programme is among one of themost extensive

and professional worldwide. Guests can dine at the

5-star A LaCarte de Courcey Restaurant or enjoy

themore informal environment of the Lusitania

Bar. One can also choose to stay on the headland in

one of the 15 LuxuriousMembers’ Suites, and

experience theOldHead Spa, Fitness Suite and

Beauty Treatment Rooms, which complement the

outstanding beauty and setting of the site.

Just up the road is Kinsale townwith itsmany

restaurants, pubs andwonderful shops. It is one of

themost picturesque, interesting and fashionable

resorts on the South-West coast of Ireland, famous

for its beautiful harbour location, its wide range of

maritime activities andmyriad of gourmet

eateries.

TheOldHeads experience is amust for any golf

conneisseur – youwill be blown away (quite

possibly literally on the fabulous par four 4th!) by

its beauty and drama.�

Old Head Golf Links, Kinsale, Co. Cork, Ireland

www.oldhead.com

info@oldhead.com

+35321 4778444

Green fees:¤200; Seaview suites: ¤275/night
Presidential suite: ¤500/night
Special offer: Two rounds of golf/one-night stay

in a luxuriousMembers’ Suite/breakfast à la

carte for just ¤350 per person
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FAST FACTS
Absolute Publishing Ltd is pleased to be 

publishing Ian Woosnam’s Guide to the Ryder 

Cup 2012. This glossy colour magazine is due 

out at the beginning of September 2012 to 

commemorate the 39th Ryder Cup matches at 

Medinah Country Club, Illinois, USA, from 25-

30 September 2012.

 Format: A4, high quality, perfect bound 

publication in full colour, written by 

experienced journalists. Approx 196 pages.

 Design: Modern and contemporary, with 

strong, vibrant sports visuals.

 Frequency: Annual — published in July.

DISTRIBUTION*
 Ground distribution: WHSmiths High St, 

WHSmiths Travel, Martin/McColls, and all major 

stockists throughout the UK at £3.75.

 Additional distribution: Gyms, leisure 

centres, corporate reception areas, Mercedes 

dealerships, male grooming salons, airline and 

Eurostar lounges, hotels and private hospitals,  

 

AT A GLANCE
 CIRCULATION 72,000 COPIES

 8-WEEK SHELF LIFE

 250,000 ONLINE SUBSCRIBERS

 COPY DEADLINE: JULY 2012

 ABC1 DEMOGRAPHIC

 COST £7,950 PER PAGE

EDITORIAL CONTENT
 Contributors: The best golf writers from the UK 

and abroad including the likes of Paul Mahoney 

(Guardian), Derek Lawrenson (Daily Mail), Jeremy 

Chapman (Racing Post) and Bill Elliott (Observer).

 Features: Exclusive Q&A interviews with Captains 

of Europe and USA and the leading players from each 

side, hole-by-hole course guide to Medinah Country 

Club, all the latest golf equipment, and our guide 

to the best countries around the world to take your 

sticks for a golfing break. 

 Extra: Don’t miss Angus Loughran’s exclusive 

‘Betting Guide’ to see where the smart money is 

going on the 2012 Ryder Cup.

 

dentists and the Institute of Directors.

 Airport distribution: London Heathrow, 

Gatwick and Stansted — departure gates. 

EMAGAZINE
 Online magazine distribution: A digital 

version of the magazine will be emailed 

directly to 250,000 ABC1 professionals 

with specific sports interests, who have 

pre-subscribed to the service. Dedicated 

hyperlinks available on promotions by request. 

KEY FEATURES
 ABC1/AB circulation through all publications. 

 Leading sports personality endorsements. 

 In-store, point-of-sale promotions. 

 Individual brand sponsorship opportunities.

 Advertiser placements are available within 

dedicated editorial features. 

 Exclusive hospitality available in conjunction 

with advertising activity. 

 Tailored brand marketing campaigns.

*All distribution is subject to confirmation.
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GREATRYDERCUPSHOTS

PLAY IT
AGAIN SAM

WinningskipperSam
Torranceproudlyholds
theRyderCupaloft,
standingon thebridge
to the 10thgreenatThe
Belfry, afterguiding
Europe toa 15.5-12.5
victoryover theUSAin
2002.
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T
heRyder Cup has certainly

earned its place as one of the

major events in the

international sporting

calendar. Pulling in global audiences and

playing host to huge live crowds, it

enjoysmass appeal that shows no sign

of abating. This was, however, not

always the case andwere it not for the

evolution of the tournament, it would be

far less of a spectacle today.

After watching two early

incarnations of the transatlantic

contest, which pitted theUS against a

British team, seedmerchant Samuel

Ryderwas keen to see the tournament

staged on amore regular basis and

enquired as such to the Professional

Golf Association. The PGAwas happy to

stage the tournamentmore regularly

andRyder commissioned a solid gold

trophy. The first official Ryder Cup took

place in 1927, at TheWorcester Country

Club inMassachusetts.Walter Hagen

typified theAmerican team’s

dominance and they finished

comfortablewinnerswith a 9.5–2.5

victory. As it transpired,many years

later, the British teamwould need to

cast their net further afield if theywere

tomount a challenge to theUS.

A true sportsman
The 1969contest atRoyal Birkdale

proved tobean intensely competitive

affair. Incredibly,more thanhalf of the

matches playedwerenot settled until

the final hole. Itwas the contest

betweenTonyJacklin andJackNicklaus

though, that provided thegreatest

dramaandarguably themost famous

moment in thehistory of the

tournament. ItwasNicklaus’ first Ryder

Cupand thepairweredrawn together in

the first roundof singlesmatches,which

sawJacklin finish victoriouswith a4&3

win. As fatewould have it, theywere

again paired in the afternoon singles.

After Jacklin’smorning victory, GB&I

held a 13–11 leadbut as they stoodon the

17th tee that afternoon,with Jacklin

trailing, the teamswere all square at

15.5–15.5. He rescued the situationwith

aneagle on the 17th ,which brought him

level going into the final hole. Nicklaus

holed for par, leavingJacklinwith a four-

foot putt to halve thematch. To the

astonishment of all aroundhim,

Nicklaus pickedup theEnglishman’s

marker and conceded theputt,

reportedly saying: “I knowyouwouldn’t

havemissed that, but, in these

circumstances, I didn’twant to give you

theopportunity.” The resultwas the first

drawbetween the two teamsand

America retained the title. Thiswasnot

a popularmovewith anumber of his

team-mates, in particular his captain

TheRyderCuphascomea longwaysince the
firstmatcheswereheld in 1927.Here,George
Carey looksbackat someof themostmemorable
moments fromgolf’sgreatest spectacle
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SamSnead.However, it iswidely

regardedasoneof thegreatest

examples of sportsmanship ever and

held as anexample of how“the

gentleman’s game” should beplayed.

Europe strikes back
WhenGB&Iwere yet again defeatedby

theUS in 1977,many, includingJack

Nicklaus, decided that something

should bedone to reignite the

competition. In an effort to redress the

balance after 20years ofAmerican

dominance, itwas decided that a

European teamwould be formedand

they competed for the first time in 1979

at TheGreenbrier,WestVirginia.Whilst

the changedidn’t have an instant effect,

it would prove tobea significant one.

TheBelfry in 1985provided the

backdrop for Europe’s first victory,�

RYDER CUP 2010
HISTORY

RYDERSINA
STORM

Above:Joy
unconfinedfor
Leonardafter
sinkinga45-
footertoseal the
UScomebackat
Brooklinein ’99

Right:Nicklaus’
concededputt in
1969iswidely
regardedasone
ofthegreatest
examplesof
sportsmanship
everseeningolf
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RYDER CUP 2010
2008 REVIEW
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RYDER CUP 2010
GOLF GEAR

RoyalAlbartrossGolf Shoes�
Distinctive in their bold design and exquisite finishing,

these leather-soled golf shoes frompremiumbrandRoyal

Albartross are being heralded among themost stylish and

comfortable on themarket, with fans including Dougray

Scott and Jodie Kidd. The range is characterised by

elegant lines and strong structure, successfully combining

the best of British designwith fine Italian craftsmanship.

They also introduce a first in golf shoe design – the

signature Royal Albartrossmagnetic ball marker, for ease

of use on the green. The quality and durability of the shoes

stems from their traditional construction, with each shoe

meticulously handcrafted in Italy. The finest waterproof

leathers and breathable linings combinewith a fast cleat-

changing system that allows thewearer to experience

bothmodern technology and established craftsmanship.

£345 from www.albartross.com

Golf PrideRivalryGrips�
Let the irrepressible spirit of the Ryder Cup shine

through your game toowith these patriotic V-

RADRivalry Putter Grips. Be it the yellow stars or

white, thismarket-leading grip features a new

smaller shape and lighterweight preferred by

TOURprofessionals. Madewith Advanced

Composite Rubber, a new texture and tackiness

enhances feel and durability, all you have to do is

think of the heroic figures to have graced this

prestigious competition and sink that putt. Just

don’t celebrate by running all over your

opponents line!

£13 from www.golfpride.com

iTrainer�
Everyone likes abit of constructive criticismbut it canbe toomuch

when it comes fromyour smugplayingpartnerwho is havingagreat

round. The iTrainer doesn’t do sarcasmand it certainlywon’t

patronize –but it is a very smart bit of kit. Lightweight and robust, it

simply clampson to the club shaft just below thegripwithnegligible

impact to the swingandaccurately analyses swing characteristics

whilemeasuring the carry distance.Adviceonhow to rectify any

problems is deliveredaudibly to thegolfer through the iTrainer™’s

internal speaker or, if preferred, via anexternal Bluetoothheadset.

This is in turnbackedupbya colour graphics screen that displays

analysis results using simple animations andadashboardof dials and

easy-to-understandgraphs that canbeeasily transferred to

computer.£410 from www.insight-sports.com
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RYDER CUP 2010
COURSE GUIDE

CELTIC
PRIDE

AstheRyderCupprepares todescend
onWales for the first timeever,Michael
Stonemanheads toCelticManor tosee
howtheTwentyTencourse is shapingup
forOctober’shighlyanticipatedcontest

D
escending deep into

Newport’s Usk Valley, the

gleaming Twenty Ten

clubhouse comes into view

and, as you catch glimpses of the

grandstands being built around the

dramatic 18th green, it becomes clear

who the real star of this year’s Ryder

Cupwill be. Nomatterwho holes the

winning putt to claim the famous trophy

inOctober, the Twenty Ten course at

CelticManor is sure to gain just asmany

plaudits.Work only began in 2005 and

it’s impossible not to be impressed by

what has been achieved in that time

thanks to the vision – and finances – of

Sir TerryMatthews, theWelshmulti-
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Above:Ourvery
ownMichael
Stoneman
escapesthe
greenside
bunkeronthe
18thhole(below)

millionairewho owns the CelticManor

resort. Matthews has invested £20m

intomaking his dreamof hosting golf’s

biggest event become a reality, and the

result is a course that features nine

remodelled holes from the resort’s old

WentwoodHills layout, blendedwith

nine entirely newholes, to create the

aptly named Twenty Ten course.

The course features a number of

intimidating tee shots, plenty of water

and an array of deep bunkers, while

there are also greenside swales thatwill

channel your ball away from the putting

surface, putting a premiumon accuracy

and club selection. The fast, undulating

greens and thick rough don’tmake

things any easier, but that’s not to say

that the course presents an impossible

challenge.While providing a real test of

your abilities, it is undoubtedly a fair

course thatwill reward good shots. And

even if you’re not playingwell, the views

are sure to lift your spirits, as are the

course’s sublime signature holes.

The 14th, in particular, is a real

highlight, providing a number of options

off the tee. Big hitters tempted to drive

thewater on the right will be rewarded

with a short pitch into the green, while

more conservative playerswho lay up

on the fairwaywill leave themselves

with a tricky approach shot over yet

morewater into a narrowgreen.

The driveable par-four 15th is

another risk-reward hole that could

feature prominently in October, with

those taking on the green from the tee

facing a risky drive through a small gap

in the trees into awell-guarded green.

The closing stretch, perched high

above the river valley, offers

breathtaking views of the surrounding

countryside – and the holes aren’t bad

either. The undoubted star is the par-

five 18th, which could provide plenty of

drama inOctober. The elevated green is

reachable in two, but guarded bywater

at the front and bunkers on either side.

Anything short will roll down the slope

into thewater, but the reward could be

an eagle putt towin the Ryder Cup.

It’s just one of several holes that are

sure tomake this year’s contest a

classic. On the following pages, Jim

McKenzie, director of golf courses at

CelticManor, gives his hole-by-hole

guide to the Twenty Ten course.�
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